
R
L
IF

A
 N

E
W

S
L
E

T
T

E
R

 
M

a
ry

 F
re

d
ri

c
k
s
o

n
: 
D

e
s
ig

n
e
r 

G
ra

p
h

ic
 E

d
it

o
r 

 
D

e
b

 N
e
u

h
e
is

e
l 
S

m
it

h
: 
E

d
it

o
r 

1
5

th
 A

n
n

iv
e
rs

a
ry

 D
e
le

g
a

ti
o

n
 

T
ra

v
e
ls

 t
o

 C
Z

 
 

A d
ele

gat
ion

 fro
m 

Ric
e L

ake
 ce

leb
rat

ed 
15 

yea
rs 

of f
rie

nds
hip

 in 
our

 Cz
ech

 sis
ter

 cit
y, p

art
icip

atin
g in

 
ma

ny 
tou

rs o
f sc

hoo
ls a

nd 
city

 sit
es,

 me
etin

g s
eve

ral
 

of 
the

 fo
rm

er 
exc

han
ge 

stu
den

ts, 
hea

rin
g C

ora
le 

per
for

m, 
and

 me
etin

g m
any

 ne
w f

rie
nds

. Th
ere

 we
re 

als
o m

any
 vi

sits
 to

 ne
igh

bor
ing

 co
mm

uni
ties

 an
d 

tou
rs 

of 
loc

al f
irm

s a
nd 

me
etin

gs 
wit

h c
ity 

off
icia

ls. 
Als

o a
rra

nge
d w

ere
 a t

rip
 to 

Mo
rav

ian
 wi

ne 
cou

ntr
y, 

a s
ide

 tri
p to

 Po
lan

d a
nd

 a s
hor

t to
ur 

of P
rag

ue.
 

 
Bu

ildi
ng 

on 
the

 15
 ye

ars
 of

 fri
end

shi
p, 

del
ega

tes
 

me
t M

ilan
 Su

cho
dol

, th
e m

an 
wh

o l
ive

d w
ith

 Le
o-

nar
d a

nd 
Ph

ylli
s S

chi
effe

r in
 19

93 
wh

ile 
he 

wa
s a

n 
agr

icu
ltu

re 
int

ern
 sh

ort
ly a

fter
 th

e c
han

ge 
of r

egi
me

 
in 

Cze
ch.

 M
ilan

 an
d P

hyl
lis 

talk
ed 

abo
ut 

dev
elo

pin
g 

a s
iste

r ci
ty r

ela
tio

nsh
ip a

t h
er k

itch
en 

tab
le. 

Wi
thi

n 
mo

nth
s—

an 
unu

sua
lly 

sho
rt p

eri
od 

of 
tim

e fo
r su

ch 
eve

nts
—t

he 
sist

er 
city

 re
lati

ons
hip

 w
as 

for
me

d. 
Ma

ny 
mo

me
nts

 fr
om

 th
e y

ear
s o

f fr
ien

dsh
ip 

we
re 

sha
red

. 
 

Th
e d

ele
gat

ion
 in

clu
ded

 M
ayo

r D
an 

Fit
zge

ral
d 

and
 hi

s w
ife 

Bu
nn

y--
the

 fir
st R

ice
 La

ke 
ma

yor
 an

d 
ma

yor
’s w

ife 
to 

tra
vel

 wi
th 

a d
ele

gat
ion

 to
 Za

mb
erk

 
and

 th
e s

eco
nd 

ma
yor

 to
 vis

it o
ur 

sist
er 

city
. O

the
r 

del
ega

tes
 we

re 
Ste

ve 
Fu

lto
n a

nd 
his

 wi
fe B

eck
y, S

ue 
Tor

ger
son

, T
he 

Fit
zge

ral
ds,

 Jo
hn

 So
mm

erf
ield

, D
an 

Ge
ner

eau
, T

err
i M

iky
ska

, D
ian

e P
ete

rso
n, 

Ka
ren

 
An

der
son

, an
d D

eb 
Ne

uhe
ise

l Sm
ith

 
(co

nti
nu
ed
 on

 pa
ge
 7)
 

W
in

te
r 

2
0

0
8
-0

9
 

M
ih

a
ru

, 
Ja

p
a

n
   

   
 Z

a
m

b
e
rk

, 
C

ze
ch

 R
e

p
u

b
lic

 

R
ic

e 
La

ke
 I

n
te

rn
a

ti
o

n
a

l F
ri

en
d

sh
ip

 A
ss

o
ci

a
ti

o
n

 

H
e
llo

, 
A

h
o

j 
a

n
d

 K
o

n
n

ic
h

iw
a

 .
 .
 .
 

to 
RL

IFA
 m

em
ber

s o
n t

his
 w

int
ry 

day
. W

elc
om

e 
bac

k t
o t

he 
folk

s w
ho 

tra
vel

ed 
to 

Zam
ber

k e
arl

ier
 

thi
s fa

ll. B
y a

ll a
cco

unt
s it

 wa
s a

n e
xce

llen
t tr

ip, 
wit

h 
a n

ice
 m

ix o
f of

fici
al v

isit
s a

nd 
int

ere
stin

g s
ide

 tri
ps.

 
Th

ank
 yo

u f
or 

rep
res

ent
ing

 Ri
ce 

Lak
e s

o w
ell,

 an
d 

tha
nk 

you
 to

 St
eve

 Fu
lto

n a
nd 

Sue
 To

rge
rso

n f
or 

ma
kin

g t
he 

arr
ang

em
ent

s. I
n t

he 
fut

ure
, w

e’d
 al

so 
like

 to
 in

vite
 pe

opl
e f

rom
 Za

mb
erk

 on
 a 

cas
ual

 ex
-

cha
nge

, w
ith

 pl
ent

y o
f ti

me
 wi

th 
the

ir h
ost

 fa
mi

ly. 
Th

at’s
 be

en 
suc

ces
sfu

l w
ith

 M
iha

ru 
in t

he 
pas

t. 
 

On
 th

e s
tud

ent
 ex

cha
nge

 fro
nt,

 we
’ve

 en
cou

rag
ed 

MI
FA

 to
 se

lec
t a

nd 
sen

d 
stu

den
ts 

fro
m 

Mi
har

u 
aga

in 
nex

t ye
ar.

 Du
e to

 M
IFA

’s r
eor

gan
iza

tio
n f

rom
 

a c
ity-

spo
nso

red
 or

gan
iza

tio
n 

to 
an 

all-
vol

unt
eer

 
gro

up,
 th

e s
tud

ent
 ex

cha
nge

 did
n’t

 ha
ppe

n la
st y

ear
.  

(Th
e p

rev
iou

s y
ear

 th
e l

ate
 ch

ang
e o

f s
tud

ent
-vis

a 
com

pan
ies

 by
 th

e A
me

rica
n S

iste
r C

itie
s o

rga
niz

a-
tio

n p
rev

ent
ed 

the
m 

fro
m 

com
ing

.) I
 be

liev
e t

hat
 

exc
han

ge 
stu

den
ts a

re 
im

por
tan

t to
 th

e S
iste

r C
itie

s 
rel

atio
nsh

ip 
by 

put
tin

g f
ace

s w
ith

 th
e Z

am
ber

k o
r 

Mi
har

u n
am

e a
s w

ell 
as 

bri
ngi

ng 
new

 pe
opl

e i
nto

 
the

 or
gan

iza
tio

n. 
 

Bec
aus

e o
f th

e a
ctiv

e e
xch

ang
e s

tud
ent

 pr
ogr

am
, 

rec
rui

tin
g h

ost
 fa

mi
lies

 is
 cr

itic
al. 

Ple
ase

 co
nsi

der
 

inv
itin

g a
 Cz

ech
 or

 Ja
pan

ese
 yo

ung
 pe

rso
n in

to y
our

 
hom

e; i
t w

ill 
be 

a li
fe-

lon
g m

em
ory

 fo
r y

our
 fam

ily 
as 

we
ll a

s th
e s

tud
ent

. Y
ou 

don
’t n

eed
 to

 ha
ve 

chi
l-

dre
n a

t h
om

e to
 be

 a h
ost

 fam
ily.

 
 

I lo
ok 

for
wa

rd 
to 

see
ing

 yo
u a

t th
e a

nn
ual

 m
eet

-
ing

 in 
Feb

rua
ry,

 as
 we

ll a
s th

e c
ele

bra
tio

n o
f th

e 1
5th  

ann
ive

rsa
ry 

of 
the

 Za
mb

erk
 Si

ste
r C

ity 
rel

atio
nsh

ip 
in t

he 
spr

ing
. 

 
B

o
b

b
i 
F

re
it

a
g

 
R

L
IF

A
 P

re
s
id

e
n

t 

R
L
IF

A
 ‘

s
 A

n
n

u
a

l 
M

e
e

ti
n

g
  

Fe
b

ru
a

r
y
 8

th
, 

2
0

0
9

 
B

lu
e

 H
il
ls

 M
a

s
o

n
ic

 L
o

d
g

e
 

(c
o

rn
e
r 

o
f 

P
io

n
e
e
r 

A
v
e
 a

n
d

 S
o

u
th

 S
t)

 

R
e

fr
e
s
h

m
e
n

ts
 a

n
d

 s
o

c
ia

l 
h

o
u

r:
 6

:3
0

 p
m

  
B

u
s
in

e
s
s
 m

e
e

ti
n

g
: 

7
:0

0
 p

m
. 

 I
f 

y
o

u
’d

 l
ik

e
 a

 
ri

d
e

, 
p

le
a

s
e

 c
a

ll 
B

o
b

b
i 
a

t 
7

3
6

-1
4

9
9

 a
n

d
 w

e
’l
l 

a
rr

a
n

g
e

 t
ra

n
s
p

o
rt

a
ti

o
n

. 
 S

e
e

 y
o

u
 t

h
e

re
! 

 D
e

le
g

a
te

s
 g

a
th

e
r 

o
n

 t
h

e
 Z

a
m

b
e

rk
 

T
o

w
n

 H
a

ll 
s
te

p
s
 

H
a

p
p

y
 N

e
w

 Y
e
a

r 
fr

o
m

  
H

e
a

d
m

a
s
te

r 
M

ila
n

 L
ip

e
n

s
k
y,

 J
a

n
 V

y
c
h

, 
a

n
d

 t
e
a

c
h

e
rs

 a
n

d
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 a

t 
o

u
r 

C
z
e
c
h

 S
is

te
r 

S
c
h

o
o

l.
 

N
O

N
 P

R
O

F
IT

 O
R

G
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

 
U

.S
. 
P

O
S

T
A

G
E

 
P

A
ID

 
R

IC
E

 L
A

K
E

, 
W

IS
 

P
E

R
M

IT
 N

O
. 

6
3

 

R
ic

e
 L

a
k
e
 I

n
te

rn
a

ti
o

n
a

l 
F
ri

e
n

d
s
h

ip
 A

s
s
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
 

P
o

s
t 

O
ff

ic
e
 B

o
x
 1

 

R
ic

e
 L

a
k
e
, 
W

I 
5
4
8
6
8
 

H
a

p
p

y
 N

e
w

 Y
e
a

r!
 

A
re

 y
o
u

 a
 c

u
rr

e
n

t 
m

e
m

b
e
r?

  

If
 n

o
t,

 j
o
in

 t
o
d

a
y
. 



 

I 
w

a
s
 r

e
a

lly
 s

u
rp

ri
s
e
d

 w
h

e
n

 I
 c

a
m

e
 h

e
re

 .
 .
 .

 

 
I w

as 
rea

lly 
sur

pri
sed

 w
hen

 I 
cam

e h
ere

 at
 

how
 sim

ilar
 it i

s to
 my

 ho
me

. Bu
t I 

did
 no

t ex
pec

t 
the

 co
unt

rys
ide

 as
 bi

g a
s it

 is.
 I w

as 
gla

d t
o s

ee 
tha

t m
y f

am
ily 

has
 go

t w
ood

s r
igh

t b
ehi

nd 
the

 
hou

se.
 

 
I a

m 
sta

yin
g w

ith
 th

e L
ach

ma
n f

am
ily.

 M
y 

hos
t m

oth
er S

ue 
wo

rks
 as

 ha
ird

res
ser

, an
d s

he 
is 

pro
bab

ly o
ne 

of 
the

 be
st i

n w
hol

e R
ice

 La
ke.

 M
y 

hos
t fa

the
r M

ike
 is 

ret
ire

d, s
o h

e is
 alw

ays
 ho

me
 

wh
en 

I n
eed

 so
me

thi
ng.

 Th
ey 

hav
e b

oth
 ch

ildr
en 

in 
Eu

rop
e, s

o I
 am

 in
 th

e h
ous

e li
ke 

onl
y c

hild
, 

wh
ich

 is 
of c

our
se g

ood
 for

 me
. 

 
I a

lso
 go

 to
 Ri

ce 
Lak

e H
igh

 Sc
hoo

l. S
om

e o
f 

the
 cla

sse
s w

e d
o n

ot h
ave

 at 
hom

e, s
o I

 fin
d t

hat
 

I ca
n l

ear
n m

ath
 at 

hom
e a

nd 
I ch

oos
e s

om
e fu

n 
cla

sse
s s

uch
 as

 co
oki

ng,
 ba

nd 
and

 no
w 

I h
ave

 
als

o h
obb

ies
 fo

r(o
f) 

life
 an

d m
yth

olo
gy.

 I 
fin

d 
lea

rni
ng 

eas
ier

 th
an 

I e
xpe

cte
d, 

so 
I h

ave
 go

od 
gra

des
 in 

cla
sse

s li
ke 

Fiv
e K

ing
dom

s o
r A

me
rica

n 
His

tor
y. 

 
It 

wa
s a

lso
 ve

ry 
goo

d f
or 

me
 to

 ex
per

ien
ce 

dee
r  h

unt
ing

 be
cau

se I
 am

 int
ere

ste
d in

 hu
nti

ng.
 

  
Un

for
tun

ate
ly, 

alth
oug

h 
we

 w
ere

 
sitt

ing
 

for
 

lon
g 

tim
e i

n t
ree

 st
and

 
in 

bad
 co

ld, 
we

 di
d 

not
 se

e a
ny 

dee
r. 

Som
e 

thi
ngs

 a
re 

dif
fer

ent
 fro

m 
hun

tin
g in

 Cz
ech

 Re
pub

lic 
inc

lud
-

ing
 th

e d
eer

 its
elf,

 ot
her

 an
im

als
, di

ffer
ent

 hu
nt-

ing
 se

aso
ns,

 an
d c

ust
om

s. I
 am

 als
o lo

oki
ng 

for
-

wa
rd 

to 
try

 ice
 fis

hin
g w

hic
h I

 ha
ve 

nev
er 

don
e 

and
 it s

eem
s li

ke 
gre

at f
un 

to m
e. 

 
My

 re
aso

ns 
to 

com
e i

n A
me

rica
 we

re 
to 

im
-

pro
ve 

my
 En

glis
h, 

wh
ich

 I a
m 

try
ing

 to
 ac

hie
ve,

 
to 

me
et 

new
 fri

end
s, a

nd
 I h

ave
 m

ade
 so

me
 in

-
clu

din
g m

y h
ost

 fa
mi

ly. 
On

e o
f m

y r
eas

ons
 wa

s 
als

o t
o s

ee 
dif

fer
ent

 cu
sto

ms
 w

hic
h I

 ha
ve 

al-
rea

dy 
don

e b
eca

use
 I e

xpe
rie

nce
d H

allo
we

en 
and

 
Th

ank
sgi

vin
g, 

tha
t s

eem
s r

eal
ly 

int
ere

stin
g t

o 
me

. A
nd 

the
 be

st 
par

t is
 th

at 
I s

till
 ha

ve 
mo

re 
tha

n h
alf 

a y
ear

 to 
ach

iev
e m

y g
oal

s. 
  

b
y
 V

o
jt

e
c
h

 C
u

k
o

r 

 

P
h

o
to

: 
V

o
jt

a
 C

u
k
o

r 
a

n
d

 h
is

 h
o

s
t 

fa
th

e
r 

M
ik

e
 L

a
c
h

m
a

n
 d

u
ri

n
g

 a
 t

ri
p

 t
o

 D
u

lu
th

 

 

1
5

th
 A

n
n

iv
e
rs

a
ry

  

D
e
le

g
a

ti
o

n
 T

ra
v
e
ls

 t
o

 C
Z

 
(co

nti
nue

d fr
om

 pg
 1) 

 
“Th

is 
wa

s a
 tr

ip 
of 

a l
ifet

im
e,” 

sai
d F

itzg
era

ld. 
“W

e w
ere

 tre
ate

d s
o w

ell 
and

 th
e s

che
dul

e w
as 

we
ll 

pla
nn

ed.
   I

 ha
ve 

bee
n t

o E
uro

pe 
thr

ee 
tim

es 
bef

ore
 

thi
s b

ut 
thi

s tr
ip 

wa
s th

e b
est

.  w
as 

abl
e t

o l
ear

n a
 

num
ber

 of
 th

ing
s a

bou
t th

e c
oun

try
 an

d t
he 

city
. 

Th
e 

peo
ple

 o
f Z

am
ber

k 
we

re 
so 

gre
at 

to 
be 

wit
h.  

 M
y w

ife 
and

 I e
njo

yed
 th

is t
rip

 so
 m

uch
 an

d 
wo

uld
 go

 ba
ck 

aga
in. 

  I 
mo

stly
 en

joy
ed 

the
 yo

ung
 

stu
den

ts 
lea

rni
ng 

the
 E

ngl
ish

 la
ngu

age
 a

nd 
all 

wa
nti

ng 
to c

om
e to

 Am
eri

ca.
”  

 
Ste

ve 
Fu

lto
n 

and
 S

ue 
Tor

ger
son

 co
ord

ina
ted

 
wit

h V
ale

rie
 Fa

br 
of 

Zam
ber

k I
nte

rna
tio

nal
 Fr

ien
d-

shi
p A

sso
cia

tio
n t

o a
rra

nge
 th

e t
rip

. S
tev

e r
eca

lls,
 

“W
e w

ere
 gre

ete
d b

y s
eve

ral
 ho

st f
am

ilie
s u

pon
 ar

ri-
val

 an
d s

pen
t a 

wo
nde

rfu
l ti

me
 ge

ttin
g to

 kn
ow

 ou
r 

hos
ts f

or 
sev

era
l da

ys 
bef

ore
 tak

ing
 a s

ide
 jou

rne
y to

 
Kra

kow
 an

d A
usc

hw
itz 

Pol
and

. A
ll i

n a
ll, 

we
 ca

me
 

aw
ay 

fro
m 

thi
s e

xpe
rie

nce
 fe

elin
g g

ood
 ab

out
 ou

r 
sist

er c
ity 

rel
atio

nsh
ip w

ith
 Za

mb
erk

 an
d k

now
 no

w 
how

 vi
tal 

thi
s p

art
ner

shi
p i

s t
o o

ur 
bet

ter
 un

der
-

sta
ndi

ng 
of t

he 
dif

fer
ent

 wa
ys 

of t
he 

wo
rld

.” 
 

De
leg

ate
 D

ian
e P

ete
rso

n, 
a s

em
i-re

tire
d W

ITC
 

ins
tru

cto
r, 

als
o s

har
ed 

her
 th

oug
hts

. “
Th

e e
nti

re 
trip

 su
rpa

sse
d m

y e
xpe

cta
tio

ns,
” s

he 
wro

te. 
“I 

can
 

giv
e a

 su
mm

ary
 as

 a 
firs

t-ti
me

 si
ste

r c
ity 

tra
vel

er 
and

 als
o f

irst
 tim

e to
 Eu

rop
e. T

he 
am

oun
t o

f th
ing

s 
we

 we
re 

abl
e to

 se
e a

nd 
do 

wa
s w

ond
erf

ul. 
Som

e o
f 

the
 hig

hlig
hts

 for
 me

 inc
lud

ed 
the

 fir
st d

ay 
wh

en 
my

 
hos

t f
am

ily 
and

 fr
ien

ds 
and

 I 
we

nt 
to 

Lit
om

ysl
 

wh
ere

 w
e s

hop
ped

, h
ad 

lun
ch 

at 
a c

ozy
 ca

fe, 
and

 
esp

res
so 

and
 de

sse
rt a

t a 
sw

eet
 sh

op.
 W

e w
ere

 ev
en 

ent
ert

ain
ed 

by 
a C

zec
h b

and
 pla

yin
g tr

adi
tio

nal
 mu

-
sic

. T
his

 ga
ve 

me
 a 

gre
at 

ove
rvi

ew
 of

 th
e a

rea
 su

r-
rou

ndi
ng 

Zam
ber

k. 

 
“As

 a 
tea

che
r, I

 ap
pre

cia
ted

 vis
itin

g t
he 

sch
ool

s, 
see

ing
 an

d m
eet

ing
 th

e s
tud

ent
s a

nd
 te

ach
ers

, an
d 

see
ing

 so
me

 of 
the

ir c
las

s p
roj

ect
s. A

 few
 oth

er h
igh

-
ligh

ts i
ncl

ude
d t

he 
Cas

tle,
 wi

ne 
tas

tin
g i

n M
ora

via
, 

Pra
gue

, an
d I

 wi
ll n

eve
r fo

rge
t A

usc
hw

itz.
 Th

e r
ela

-
tio

nsh
ips

 we
 bu

ilt 
wit

h o
ur 

frie
nds

 in
 Za

mb
erk

 an
d 

wit
h o

ur 
fell

ow
 tra

vel
ers

 wi
ll l

ast
 a 

life
tim

e. T
han

k 
you

 to
 all

 wh
o o

rga
niz

ed 
and

 ex
ecu

ted
 th

is a
ma

zin
g 

trip
. Ca

n't 
wa

it u
nti

l th
e n

ext
 on

e.” 
 

B
y
 D

e
b

 N
e
u

h
e
is

e
l 
S

m
it

h
 

T
h

e
 

1
5

th
 

a
n

n
iv

e
rs

a
ry

 
d

e
le

g
a

ti
o

n
 

w
a

s
 

re
c
e
iv

e
d

 a
t 

to
w

n
 h

a
ll.

 

P
h

o
to

s
 (

fr
o

m
 l
e
ft

 t
o

 r
ig

h
t)

: 
 

A
 g

if
t 

fr
o

m
 Z

a
m

b
e
rk

, 
m

a
d

e
 b

y
 S

ta
n

d
a

 C
u

k
o

r,
 

V
o

jt
a

’s
 f

a
th

e
r,

 i
s
 p

re
s
e
n

te
d

 t
o

 R
ic

e
 L

a
k
e
's

 
M

a
y
o

r 
D

a
n

 F
it

z
g

e
ra

ld
; 
M

o
re

 f
a

m
il
ia

r 
fa

c
e
s
 

fr
o

m
 R

ic
e
 L

a
k
e
 e

x
c
h

a
n

g
e
s
-O

n
d

re
j,
 M

ik
e
, 

 
P

a
v
la

 a
n

d
 C

ilk
a

; 
C

e
le

b
ra

ti
n

g
 w

it
h

 f
o

rm
e
r 

 
e
x
c
h

a
n

g
e
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 a

n
d

 C
o

ra
le

 f
ri

e
n

d
s
. 

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r 

C
o

n
c
e
rt

 

 
Ra

in 
ch

an
ged

 th
e v

en
ue

 bu
t d

idn
't d

am
pe

n t
he

 
sp

irit
s o

f t
his

 y
ear

's 
Se

pte
mb

er 
Co

nc
ert

. R
elo

-
cat

ed
 fr

om
 th

e C
ity

 Ba
nd

 Sh
ell

 to
 U

nit
ed

 Pr
esb

y-
ter

ian
 Ch

ur
ch

 of
 Ri

ce 
La

ke
, th

is y
ear

's e
ven

t a
ga

in 
fea

tur
ed

 J
oh

n 
Pis

a, 
Ch

arl
ie 

Ue
hli

n 
an

d 
Da

vid
 

Bu
tle

r. 
 "A

 sm
all

 gr
ou

p o
f p

eo
ple

 ca
n c

ha
ng

e t
he

 
wo

rld
," 

rea
ds

 sh
irt

s o
f s

eve
ral

 h
igh

 sc
ho

ol 
stu

-
de

nts
 w

ho
 a

tte
nd

ed
--a

nd
 in

de
ed

 th
at 

wa
s 

the
 

me
ssa

ge 
of 

thi
s a

nn
ua

l e
ven

t t
o s

pre
ad

 pe
ace

 an
d 

cel
eb

rat
e m

us
ic 

at 
the

 sa
me

 ti
me

 in
 hu

nd
red

s o
f 

sit
es 

thr
ou

gh
ou

t th
e w

orl
d. 

 



 

A
n

n
a

 O
s
te

n
s
o

n
 w

ri
te

s
 R

LI
F
A

 
fr

ie
n

d
s
 f

ro
m

 C
Z

 

D
e

a
r 

R
LI

F
A

, 
  

Ho
pe 

you
 al

l h
ad 

a w
ond

erf
ul 

Th
ank

sgi
vin

g! 
I 

wo
uld

 lik
e t

o t
ake

 th
is o

ppo
rtu

nit
y t

o t
han

k R
LIF

A 
for

 th
e c

ont
act

s t
hey

 ha
ve 

ma
de 

her
e i

n Ž
am

ber
k, 

Cze
ch 

Re
pub

lic.
 I 

hav
e m

et 
ma

ny 
Cze

ch 
peo

ple
 

the
se 

pas
t fe

w m
ont

hs 
tha

t h
ave

 ha
d t

he 
cha

nce
 to

 
com

e t
o R

ice
 La

ke 
and

 th
ey 

all 
sha

re 
fon

d m
em

o-
rie

s! 
I h

ave
 m

et 
som

e p
are

nts
 of

 fo
rei

gn 
exc

han
ge 

stu
den

ts t
hat

 do
n't 

spe
ak 

En
glis

h t
hat

 ar
e h

app
y t

o 
talk

 to 
som

eon
e a

bou
t R

ice
 La

ke 
and

 th
eir

 Am
eri

can
 

frie
nds

 in 
Cze

ch 
:) 

  
Alo

ng 
wit

h t
eac

hin
g E

ngl
ish

 an
d m

eet
ing

 ne
w 

peo
ple

, so
me

 ex
citi

ng 
exp

eri
enc

es 
hav

e b
een

 lea
rn-

ing
 to 

bak
e w

ith
 th

e v
ery

 tra
dit

ion
al i

ngr
edi

ent
 ap

ri-
cot

s, t
o p

run
e r

ose
 bu

she
s a

nd
 pr

epa
re 

the
m 

for
 th

e 
win

ter
.  

 
I’ve

 le
arn

ed 
abo

ut 
wil

d 
mi

stle
toe

 an
d 

how
 it

 
spr

ead
s fr

om
 tre

e to
 tre

e,  
abo

ut 
hea

tin
g w

ith
  co

al, 
ma

kin
g h

om
em

ade
 wi

ne,
 th

e b
ook

 bin
din

g in
dus

try
,  

and
 ev

en 
the

 fu
rni

tur
e m

aki
ng 

bus
ine

ss!
 I h

ave
 vis

-
ited

 th
e S

ea 
Sal

t C
ave

, ca
stle

s, n
ice

 ten
nis

 co
urt

s a
nd 

 

the
 hu

ge 
bun

ker
 "H

ank
ičk

a" 
tha

t h
as 

und
er-

gro
und

 tu
nn

els
 to

 4 
oth

er 
bun

ker
s in

 th
e s

am
e 

vic
init

y! 
  

You
 ha

ve 
put

 a l
ot 

of e
ffo

rt i
nto

 th
is r

ela
tio

n-
shi

p. I
 ho

pe 
ma

ny 
mo

re 
Am

eric
an 

stu
den

ts w
ill 

hav
e t

he 
cha

nce
 to

 ex
per

ien
ce 

life
 in

 Ža
mb

erk
 

like
 I 

hav
e. T

im
e h

as 
flow

n a
nd 

alth
oug

h I
 do

 
not

 th
ink

 ab
out

 it 
oft

en,
 I 

am
 no

t lo
oki

ng 
for

-
wa

rd 
to s

ayi
ng 

goo
dby

e. B
ut 

TH
AN

K Y
OU

 ag
ain

 
for

 th
is 

opp
ort

uni
ty 

to 
be 

her
e t

hro
ugh

 yo
ur 

con
tac

ts! 
  

S
in

c
e

re
ly

, 
A

n
n

a
 O

s
te

n
s
o

n
 

R
e

tu
rn

 D
a

te
: 
F

e
b

ru
a

ry
 3

, 
2

0
0

9
 

 
It w

as 
24 

Au
gus

t, w
hen

 Vo
jta 

and
 I w

ent
 to

 th
e 

air
por

t in
 Pr

agu
e, 

per
hap

s p
rep

are
d t

o s
pen

d o
ne 

yea
r in

 Ri
ce 

Lak
e. W

e s
aid

 go
odb

ye 
to 

our
 pa

ren
ts 

and
 lef

t ou
r co

unt
ry.

  
 

It i
s n

ow
 ov

er 
thr

ee 
mo

nth
s a

nd 
I h

ave
 a 

lot
 of

 
new

 ex
per

ien
ces

 an
d f

rie
nds

. T
he 

mo
st 

im
por

tan
t 

cha
nge

 is 
pro

bab
ly 

the
 fa

mi
ly. 

It i
s a

 
cra

zy 
fee

ling
, w

hen
 yo

u a
re 

sitt
ing

 at
 

hom
e a

nd 
kno

w t
hat

 yo
u a

re 
goi

ng 
to 

spe
nd 

nex
t y

ear
 w

ith
 a 

fam
ily 

you
 

hav
e n

eve
r se

en.
 M

y fa
mi

ly i
s a

ctu
ally

 
rea

lly 
gre

at. 
I s

pen
t a

 fa
nta

stic
 tim

e 
wit

h 
the

m 
and

 t
hei

r 
rel

ativ
es.

 I
 

lea
rne

d 
a 

lot
 o

f n
ew

 s
tuf

f a
bou

t 
Am

eri
can

 c
ult

ure
 a

nd 
hab

its 
like

 
Th

ank
sgi

vin
g, 

wh
ich

 w
e d

o n
ot 

hav
e 

in 
Cze

ch 
Re

pub
lic.

 I 
hop

e I
 sh

ow
ed 

the
m 

som
eth

ing
 ab

out
 m

y c
oun

try
 as

 
we

ll a
nd 

the
y e

njo
y t

hei
r li

fe w
ith

 m
e li

ke 
I d

o w
ith

 
the

m. 
 

 
Fir

st 
ter

m 
in 

sch
ool

 w
as 

litt
le 

har
d, 

bec
aus

e 
som

etim
es 

it w
as 

not
 to

o e
asy

 to
 un

der
sta

nd 
eve

ry-
thi

ng.
 I h

ad 
gre

at t
im

e th
oug

h, b
eca

use
 tea

che
rs a

nd
 

stu
den

ts a
re v

ery
 he

lpf
ul. 

Eve
ry 

tim
e w

hen
 yo

u n
eed

 
som

e h
elp

 th
ey 

are
 he

re 
for

 m
e. I

 wo
uld

 lik
e t

o s
ay 

tha
nk 

you
 to

 ev
ery

bod
y, b

eca
use

 so
me

tim
es 

a li
ttle

 
hel

p m
ake

s yo
ur 

life
 ea

sie
r an

d h
app

ier
. W

e a
re n

ow
 

in 
the

 m
idd

le o
f se

con
d t

erm
 an

d I
 en

joy
 ev

ery
 da

y 
her

e. E
ver

yth
ing

 is 
goi

ng 
so 

fas
t a

nd 
my

 cla
sse

s a
re  

now
 

N
e
w

 c
o

u
n

tr
y,

 f
a

m
ily

, 
s
c
h

o
o

l 
. 
. 
. 

exc
itin

g. 
I l

ike
 h

ow
 st

ude
nts

 c
an 

cho
ose

 th
eir

 
cla

sse
s, w

hic
h w

e d
o n

ot h
ave

 in 
Cze

ch.
 

 
I a

m 
doi

ng 
som

e a
ctiv

itie
s a

fter
 sc

hoo
l a

s w
ell.

 
Fir

st t
erm

 I d
id t

enn
is, 

wh
ich

 wa
s a

 go
od 

exp
eri

enc
e 

and
 m

et a
 lot

 of
 ne

w p
eop

le. 
Du

rin
g S

ept
em

ber
 an

d 
Oc

tob
er 

we
 pr

act
ice

d f
or 

Ma
dri

gal
 in

ner
, w

hic
h w

as 
in t

he 
beg

inn
ing

 of 
No

vem
ber

. W
e d

id 
a g

rea
t jo

b. 
I th

ink
 pe

opl
e w

ho 
cam

e 
enj

oye
d i

t. I
 wa

s a
 se

rve
r a

nd 
som

e-
tim

es i
t w

as 
har

d to
 de

live
r fo

od 
at t

he 
rig

ht 
tim

e t
o t

he 
rig

ht 
pla

ce,
 be

cau
se 

the
re 

we
re 

a l
ot 

of 
peo

ple
 es

pec
iall

y 
on 

Sat
urd

ay.
 Fiv

e w
eek

s a
go 

I d
eci

ded
 

to 
do 

try
out

 fo
r W

arr
ior

ette
s a

nd 
I 

ma
ke 

it. 
Rig

ht 
now

 ou
r co

ach
 is 

doi
ng 

her
 be

st 
to 

pre
par

e u
s f

or 
com

pet
i-

tio
n. 

We
 al

rea
dy 

had
 ou

r f
irst

 pe
r-

for
ma

nce
 an

d w
e w

ere
 in

 th
e C

hri
st-

ma
s p

ara
de.

 I h
ave

 a l
ot 

of 
fun

 th
ere

 an
d I

 ho
pe 

we
 

wil
l do

 rea
lly 

we
ll in

 co
mp

etit
ion

.  
 

At 
thi

s t
im

e I
 am

 lo
oki

ng 
for

wa
rd 

to 
a t

ypi
cal

 
Am

eri
can

 Ch
rist

ma
s, w

hic
h w

ill 
be 

pre
tty

 di
ffer

ent
 

tha
n w

hat
 I k

now
 fro

m 
Cze

ch.
 I a

m 
goi

ng 
to 

cha
nge

 
my

 fa
mi

ly 
dur

ing
 C

hri
stm

as 
bre

ak 
wh

ich
 w

ill 
be 

pro
bab

ly r
eal

ly e
xci

tin
g a

s w
ell 

bec
aus

e t
hey

 liv
e in

 
tow

n a
nd 

the
ir c

hild
ren

 do
 no

t li
ve 

wit
h t

hem
 an

y 
mo

re. 
I h

ope
 I w

ill 
spe

nd 
gre

at 
tim

e w
ith

 th
em

 lik
e 

wit
h m

y fi
rst

 fam
ily.

 

B
y
 K

ri
s
ty

n
a

 L
a

n
g

e
ro

v
a
  

A
n

n
a

 a
n

d
 Z

a
m

b
e
rk

 s
t u

d
e
n

t 
M

a
g

d
a

 v
is

it
 B

ra
ti

s
la

v
a

. 

  
For

me
r 

exc
han

ge 
stu

den
ts 

An
eta

 L
ang

ero
va 

(Kr
isty

na’
s o

lde
r s

iste
r) 

and
 B

arb
ora

 V
set

ick
ova

 
Sev

cik
ova

 (a
 stu

den
t fr

om
 19

96-
97,

 th
e fi

rst
 ye

ar 
of 

the
 st

ude
nt 

exc
han

ge)
 ar

e p
art

ner
s i

n o
rga

niz
ing

 
the

ir 
ide

a: 
an 

alu
mn

i g
rou

p i
n C

Z f
or 

for
me

r e
x-

cha
nge

 stu
den

ts. 
Bel

ow
 ar

e s
om

e o
f th

eir
 co

mm
uni

-
cat

ion
s. 

  F
ro

m
 B

a
rb

o
ra

, 
a

 f
e
w

 w
e
e
k
s
 a

g
o

: 
  

RL
HS

 A
lum

ni 
had

 a
 fi

rst
 m

eet
ing

 S
atu

rda
y 

8.1
1.2

00
8. 

Th
e r

eas
on 

for
 th

is w
as 

tha
t a

 few
 of

 us
 

sta
rte

d t
o t

alk
 du

rin
g th

e w
eek

 of
  th

e 1
5th

 an
niv

er-
sar

y o
f R

ice
 La

ke 
and

 Za
mb

erk
 fr

ien
dsh

ip. 
Eve

n 
tho

ugh
 we

 did
n’t 

kno
w e

ach
 ot

her
, w

e fo
und

 ou
t w

e 
hav

e a
 lot

 in 
com

mo
n a

nd 
wo

uld
 lik

e c
ont

inu
e s

har
-

ing
 ou

r e
xpe

rie
nce

 as
 we

ll a
s s

upp
ort

 th
is g

rea
t e

x-
cha

nge
 pr

ogr
am

me
 in 

upc
om

ing
 ye

ars
. A

t th
is p

oin
t 

we
 ha

ve 
con

tac
t w

ith
 ev

ery
 RL

HS
 Al

um
ni 

and
 m

ore
 

tha
n h

alf 
of 

us 
we

re 
at 

the
 m

eet
ing

. D
uri

ng 
our

 
me

etin
g w

e ta
lke

d a
bou

t d
iffe

ren
t id

eas
 we

 ha
ve 

on 
how

 w
e c

oul
d h

elp
 th

e p
rog

ram
me

 ba
sed

 on
 ou

r 
ow

n e
xpe

rie
nce

 (s
uch

 as
 pr

om
oti

ng 
the

 ex
cha

nge
, 

hel
p s

ele
cte

d s
tud

ent
s a

nd 
the

ir f
am

ilie
s, p

rep
ara

-
tio

n fo
r cu

ltu
ral

 sh
ock

...e
tc.)

  
  

Fol
low

ing
 th

is d
isc

uss
ion

 we
 wo

uld
 lik

e t
o m

eet
 

wit
h J

ana
 Fi

alo
va 

as 
the

 re
pre

sen
tat

ive
 of

 ZI
FA

, M
r 

Lip
ens

ky 
and

 M
rs O

dva
rko

va 
as 

the
 re

pre
sen

tat
ive

s 
of 

Gy
mn

azi
um

 Za
mb

erk
 to

 ta
lk 

abo
ut 

the
 po

ssib
le 

sup
por

t th
at 

we
 ca

n o
ffer

 to
 ZI

FA
 an

d G
ym

naz
ium

 
Zam

ber
k a

nd 
agr

ee 
on 

con
cre

te a
ctio

n s
tep

s th
at w

e 
can

 tak
e to

 ma
ke 

thi
s p

rog
ram

me
 a g

rea
t ex

per
ien

ce 
for

 ne
xt g

ene
rat

ion
s o

f st
ude

nts
.   

   A
 m

o
re

 r
e
c
e
n

t 
le

tt
e
r 

fr
o

m
 A

n
e
ta

: 
 

Ou
r a

lum
ni 

org
ani

zat
ion

 is 
goi

ng 
qui

te 
we

ll. 
We

 
pre

par
ed 

a s
hor

t in
fo 

lea
flet

 wh
ich

 wi
ll b

e d
istr

ib-
ute

d n
ext

 w
eek

 to
 al

l G
ym

naz
ium

 st
ude

nts
 (f

irst
 

trig
ger

 fo
r p

eop
le 

to 
sta

rt 
thi

nki
ng 

abo
ut 

goi
ng 

to 
Ric

e L
ake

). O
n J

anu
ary

 29
th 

we
 ha

ve 
a t

wo
 ho

urs
 

lon
g p

res
ent

atio
n f

or 
all 

Gy
mn

azi
um

 ab
out

 th
e e

x-
cha

nge
 an

d i
ts 

im
pac

t o
n t

he 
par

tici
pan

ts. 
I h

ope
 

tha
t s

om
e a

lum
ni 

wil
l a

tte
nd.

 I'm
 pu

ttin
g t

oge
the

r 
the

 pr
ogr

am
me

 an
d v

ery
 m

uch
 lo

oki
ng 

for
wa

rd 
to 

it! 
:) 

We
 ha

ve 
a g

oog
leg

rou
p r

unn
ing

 an
d a

re 
in 

tou
ch 

ove
r em

ail 
qui

te o
ften

 aft
er o

ur 
firs

t m
eet

ing
.  

  
Me

etin
g w

ith
 M

ilan
 an

d I
van

a w
as 

ver
y n

ice
; th

ey 
are

 su
ppo

rtiv
e. B

ara
 (B

arb
ora

) m
et 

Jan
a la

tely
 an

d 
hop

efu
lly 

we
 wi

ll m
ana

ge 
soo

n t
o h

ave
 a d

isc
uss

ion
 

abo
ut 

the
 se

lec
tio

n p
roc

ess
 wh

ich
 is 

our
 pr

ior
ity 

for
 

now
. W

e a
re 

pro
bab

ly 
goi

ng 
to 

ZIF
A’s

 m
eet

ing
 in

 
Jan

uar
y.  

F
o

rm
e
r 

C
Z

 E
x
c
h

a
n

g
e
 S

tu
d

e
n

ts
 

O
rg

a
n

iz
e
 R

LH
S

 A
lu

m
n

i 
 

 

A
m

y
 G

e
o

rg
e
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
e
s
 t

o
 b

u
ild

  
in

te
rn

a
ti

o
n

a
l t

ie
s
 

  
In 

sum
me

r 2
00

6, 
RL

IFA
 se

nt 
five

 yo
uth

 to
 

the
 Si

ste
r C

itie
s I

nte
rna

tio
nal

 Yo
uth

 Su
mm

it 
on 

Glo
bal

 Ci
tize

nsh
ip i

n W
ash

ing
ton

 D.
C.  

Th
is 

wa
s t

he 
sta

rt o
f th

e c
urr

ent
 sis

ter
 sc

hoo
l p

ro-
gra

m 
wit

h Z
am

ber
k. 

At 
the

 co
nfe

ren
ce,

 th
ree

 
you

th 
fro

m 
Ric

e L
ake

 an
d 

two
 fr

om
 Z

am
-

ber
k m

et 
doz

ens
 o

f o
the

r i
nte

rna
tio

nal
 st

u-
den

ts 
fro

m 
sist

er 
citi

es 
thr

oug
hou

t th
e w

orl
d. 

Tog
eth

er 
the

y s
tud

ied
 lea

der
shi

p, c
onf

lict
 re

so-
lut

ion
, an

d g
lob

al 
citi

zen
shi

p-a
mb

ass
ado

rsh
ip. 

Am
y G

eor
ge 

of R
ice

 La
ke 

wa
s o

ne 
of t

hos
e s

tu-
den

ts. 
A j

un
ior

 th
is y

ear
 at 

UW
EC

  m
ajo

rin
g in

 
Co

mm
uni

cat
ion

 Sc
ien

ces
 an

d D
iso

rde
rs, 

she
 e-

ma
iled

 rec
ent

ly w
ith

 a f
ew

 up
dat

es o
n h

er l
ife.

 
  

"La
st J

anu
ary

 - J
une

 I s
tud

ied
 in

 Ab
erd

een
, 

Sco
tlan

d t
hro

ugh
 U

WE
C's

 st
udy

 ab
roa

d p
ro-

gra
m,”

 Am
y w

rot
e. “

I w
ant

ed 
to 

vis
it a

not
her

 
cou

ntr
y, t

rav
el a

rou
nd,

 an
d s

ee 
wh

at t
hei

r ed
u-

cat
ion

 sy
ste

m 
wa

s li
ke.

 Ne
xt s

em
est

er 
I w

ill 
be 

a p
eer

 ad
vis

or 
for

 stu
den

ts s
tud

yin
g a

bro
ad 

in 
Sco

tlan
d s

inc
e l

ast
 sp

rin
g I

 w
as 

in 
Sco

tlan
d 

stu
dyi

ng 
abr

oad
. I 

am
 ve

ry 
exc

ited
 ab

out
 th

at!
" 

An
d i

n t
he 

las
t fe

w d
ays

 Am
y w

as 
sel

ect
ed 

as 
an 

int
ern

atio
nal

 p
eer

 gu
ide

, "
som

eon
e w

ho 
hel

ps 
int

ern
atio

nal
 st

ude
nts

 wh
o c

om
e t

o t
he 

cam
pus

 fe
el 

com
for

tab
le 

on 
cam

pus
 an

d b
e a

 
sm

ilin
g f

ace
 fo

r th
em

. I 
am

 ve
ry 

exc
ited

 ab
out

 
bot

h!"
  

P
e
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o
n

a
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N

o
te

s
 f
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 B
a
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a

ra
 a

n
d

 A
n

e
ta
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An
et
a 

say
s s

he 
is “

doi
ng 

fin
e, e

njo
yin

g m
y w

ork
, 

stil
l tr

yin
g to

 lea
rn 

mo
re a

bou
t m

yse
lf a

nd 
the

 wo
rld

 
aro

und
 m

e. 
Cu

rre
ntl

y I
'm 

rea
din

g a
nd 

thi
nki

ng 
abo

ut 
the

 co
nce

pt 
of 

livi
ng 

rig
ht 

her
e a

nd 
now

, n
ot 

bei
ng 

a s
lav

e o
f yo

ur 
mi

nd
 an

d t
hin

kin
g a

ll t
he 

tim
e 

abo
ut 

the
 pa

st o
r fu

tur
e r

ath
er 

enj
oyi

ng 
the

 be
aut

y 
of t

he 
pre

sen
t m

om
ent

. (E
ckh

art
 To

lle:
 Th

e p
ow

er o
f 

now
—in

 ca
se 

you
 h

ave
n’t 

rea
d 

it 
yet

, I
 re

com
-

me
nd 

:)) 
Ple

ase
 sa

y h
i to

 m
y g

rea
t si

ste
r a

nd 
oth

ers
 

in R
L w

ho 
kno

w m
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o D
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 Za
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r fa
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y a
re 

goo
d f
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LIF
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me
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ri
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a
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a
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c
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le
b

ra
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n
d
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o

th
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n
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 c
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cti
ble

 #3
63
-16

-00
66
) 

A
 S

is
te

r 
C

it
y
 G

ro
ve

 h
a

s
 b

e
e
n

 d
e

s
ig

n
a
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p
a
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o
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F

ri
e

n
d

s
h
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O
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h
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e
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W
-

B
a
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o

n
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o
u

n
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a

m
p

u
s
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s
 l
o

c
a

te
d

 a
d

ja
c
e

n
t 

to
 
th

e
 
F

ri
e

n
d

s
h

ip
 
G

a
rd

e
n

 
a

lo
n

g
 
th

e
 
Li

b
ra

ry
 

b
u

ild
in

g
 
to

w
a

rd
 
th

e
 R

e
d

 
C

e
d

a
r 

R
iv

e
r.

 R
L
IF

A
 

P
re

s
id

e
n

t 
B

o
b

b
i 
F

re
it

a
g

, 
R

ic
e

 L
a

k
e

 M
a

y
o

r 
D

a
n

 
F

it
z
g

e
ra

ld
 a

n
d

 U
W

-B
C

 F
o

u
n

d
a

ti
o

n
 P

re
s
id

e
n

t 
Ji
m

 S
to

ll 
v
is

it
e

d
 t

h
e

 s
it

e
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Y
o

u
n

g
 c

it
iz

e
n
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ip

lo
m

a
t 

re
la

te
s
 e

x
p

e
ri

e
n

c
e
s
 i
n

 M
ih

a
ru

 
 

Sin
ce 

I h
ave

 co
me

 to
 Ja

pan
, I

 ha
ve 

def
ini

tely
 

cha
nge

d a
s a

 pe
rso

n. 
I've

 be
com

e m
ore

 in
dep

end
-

ent
, bu

t I 
hav

e a
lso

 lea
rne

d ju
st h

ow
 mu

ch 
eve

ryo
ne 

in 
my

 lif
e m

ean
s to

 m
e. I

 ha
ve 

ma
tur

ed 
and

 gr
ow

n 
so 

mu
ch 

as 
a p

ers
on,

 mo
re t

han
 I c

oul
d e

ver
 ex

pla
in. 

Th
is e

xpe
rie

nce
 ha

s o
pen

ed 
my

 ey
es 

so 
mu

ch,
 an

d I
 

vie
w m

yse
lf a

nd 
the

 wo
rld

 in
 a d

iffe
ren

t li
ght

. I 
wil

l 
nev

er t
ake

 an
yon

e o
r a

nyt
hin

g fo
r g

ran
ted

, as
 I h

ave
 

bef
ore

. B
ein

g a
wa

y fr
om

 m
y fa

mi
ly a

nd 
frie

nds
, an

d 
eve

ryt
hin

g t
hat

 I h
ave

 kn
ow

n b
efo

re, 
has

 fo
rce

d m
e 

to l
ook

 at 
my

sel
f an

d m
y li

fe w
ith

 a m
ore

 cri
tica

l ey
e. 

Th
ere

 ha
s b

een
 no

thi
ng 

abo
ut 

thi
s e

xpe
rie

nce
 th

at I
 

hav
en'

t en
joy

ed.
 I w

oul
d d

efin
itel

y d
o it

 ag
ain

, an
d I

 
kno

w t
hat

 I w
ill b

e s
ad 

to 
lea

ve.
 Th

is e
xpe

rie
nce

 ha
s 

pre
par

ed 
me

 fo
r th

e li
fe a

hea
d o

f m
e, a

nd 
it w

ill 
al-

wa
ys 

hav
e a

 sp
eci

al p
lac

e in
 my

 pa
st, 

and
 my

 fu
tur

e. 
I ca

n't 
wa

it t
o c

om
e b

ack
 an

d t
eac

h E
ngl

ish
 as

 a S
ec-

ond
 L

ang
uag

e a
fter

 I 
fin

ish
 m

y t
ime

 at
 co

lleg
e! 

 
I've

 tr
ied

 to
 ke

ep 
thi

s s
hor

t, b
ut 

I c
oul

d e
asi

ly 
wri

te a
 no

vel
 ab

out
 m

y e
xpe

rie
nce

s. S
o, I

 wi
ll m

en-
tio

n o
ne 

mo
re 

thi
ng 

bef
ore

 I f
ini

sh;
 I w

oul
d l

ike
 to

 
say

 "T
han

k Y
ou"

 to
 ev

ery
one

 in
vol

ved
 in

 RL
IFA

. I 
cou

ld n
ot h

ave
 do

ne 
thi

s w
ith

out
 all

 of 
you

r h
elp

 an
d 

sup
por

t. Y
ou 

hav
e a

ll b
een

 so
 am

azi
ngl

y s
upp

ort
ive

 
and

 en
cou

rag
ing

 th
rou

gh 
the

 en
tire

 pr
oce

ss, 
and

 I 
am

 so
 in

cre
dib

ly 
gra

tefu
l! 

I c
oul

d 
nev

er 
say

 it
 

eno
ugh

. Th
ank

 yo
u a

ll v
ery

 mu
ch!
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o
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e
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h
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C

h
e
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e
y
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n
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y
o
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; 

C
h

e
ls

e
y
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n

 k
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o
n

o
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d

e
li
g

h
ti

n
g

 i
n

 t
h

e
 c

u
lt

u
re

 o
f 

Ja
p

a
n
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C

h
e
ls

e
y
's
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ri

e
n

d
s
 i
n

 M
ih

a
ru

 

 
Sin

ce 
I h

ave
 be

en 
in 

Jap
an,

 I h
ave

 ha
d s

o m
any

 
am

azi
ng 

exp
eri

enc
es,

 m
et 

so 
ma

ny 
am

azi
ng 

peo
ple

 
and

 ch
ang

ed 
in 

ma
ny 

wa
ys.

 I s
tar

ted
 sc

hoo
l at

 Ta
-

mu
ra 

Hig
h S

cho
ol 

in 
Au

gus
t, a

nd 
I lo

ve 
it. 

My
 cu

r-
ren

t h
ost

 fam
ily 

is a
ma

zin
g a

nd 
I a

m 
so 

hap
py 

tha
t 

I'm
 liv

ing
 wi

th 
the

m, 
the

y tr
eat

 m
e a

s if
 I'm

 re
ally

 a 
par

t of
 th

eir
 fam

ily.
  

 
I h

ave
 m

et 
the

 m
em

ber
s o

f M
IFA

 an
d v

olu
n-

tee
red

 at
 di

ffer
ent

 ty
pes

 of
 ev

ent
s i

n t
he 

are
a. 

I 
hel

ped
 m

ake
 Vi

etn
am

ese
 no

odl
e s

oup
 an

d d
ess

ert
 

wit
h t

he 
res

t of
 M

IFA
 at 

Mi
har

u's
 Au

tum
n f

est
iva

l. I
 

got
 dr

ess
ed 

up 
in 

my
 su

mm
er 

kim
ono

 fo
r th

e O
bon

 
fes

tiva
l, a

nd 
lea

rne
d t

he 
tra

dit
ion

al d
anc

e. I
've

 be
en 

on 
TV

 an
d i

n t
he 

new
spa

per
, an

d I
'm 

enj
oyi

ng 
the

 
cel

eb 
sta

tus
 at 

sch
ool

, be
cau

se 
it m

ean
s I 

get
 to 

me
et 

eve
ryo

ne!
 I'v

e m
ade

 fr
ien

ds 
tha

t w
ill 

las
t fo

rev
er,

 
and

 I lo
ve 

it.  
 

I've
 ta

ken
 m

any
 tri

ps 
aro

und
 th

e a
rea

, so
me

 fo
r 

onl
y a

 da
y, b

ut 
the

y h
ave

 all
 be

en 
me

mo
rab

le. 
I've

 
spe

nt 
a t

ota
l o

f 6
 da

ys 
in 

Tok
yo,

 an
d I

 lov
e it

 m
ore

 
eve

ry 
tim

e I
 vi

sit.
 It'

s a
ma

zin
g t

o b
e in

 th
e b

igg
est

 
city

 in 
the

 wo
rld

; ev
ery

wh
ere

 yo
u lo

ok 
the

re a
re p

eo-
ple

, ca
rs, 

sub
wa

ys 
and

 it's
 so

 ea
sy 

to g
et c

aug
ht 

up 
in 

the
 fas

t p
ace

d w
orl

d. B
ut 

the
re 

are
 als

o m
any

 pla
ces

 
in 

the
 cit

y w
her

e y
ou 

can
 ex

per
ien

ce 
the

 "o
ld 

day
s" 

and
 tra

dit
ion

al c
ult

ure
.  

 
I've

 sp
ent

 3 
day

s in
 Ky

oto
, an

d I
 ca

n n
ot 

wa
it t

o 
go 

bac
k. 

It i
s t

he 
mo

st 
bea

uti
ful

 pl
ace

 I 
hav

e e
ver

 
see

n; 
it i

s s
o r

ich
 in

 hi
sto

ry, 
cul

tur
e a

nd 
tra

dit
ion

s 
and

 th
e tr

ees
, in

 all
 th

eir
 au

tum
n b

eau
ty, 

are
 lik

e n
o 

pla
ce 

on 
ear

th.
 I 

wa
s t

rul
y a

ma
zed

 at
 ev

ery
thi

ng 
aro

und
 m

e. I
 to

ok 
a 4

 da
y tr

ip t
o O

kin
aw

a, w
ith

 th
e 

stu
den

ts 
in 

my
 gr

ade
. It

 is
 so

 
bea

uti
ful

 th
ere

, it
's u

nlik
e a

ny 
oth

er 
are

a i
n J

apa
n! 

I'm
 cu

r-
ren

tly 
pla

nn
ing

 an
oth

er, 
sho

rt 
trip

 to
 Ky

oto
 to

 wa
tch

 Ta
mu

ra 
Hig

h 
Sch

ool
's 

tra
ck 

tea
m-

our
 

tea
m-

com
pet

e a
t th

e e
nd 

of D
e-

cem
ber

. A
nd 

I'm
 als

o p
lan

nin
g 

a t
rip

 to
 Se

oul
, K

ore
a w

ith
 m

y 


